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Home and housing 

 
1  Complete the sentences in column A with a phrase from column B. 
 

1 Most people in Britain own their homes, but 
about 30% live 

A a house or a flat with their friends. 

2 Accommodation in British town centres is 
usually 

B in rented accommodation. 

3 British families often prefer to live in the 
suburbs 

C in France. 

4 It is quite common for young people to share D in detached or semi-detached houses with 
gardens. 

5 About half a million British people own 
holiday homes 

E in apartment blocks or rows of old terraced 
houses 

 
 
2  Match the words in bold in exercise 1 to the definitions 1-7. 
 

1 two houses joined together 
2 houses that are joined together in a line 
3 homes that you live in for only part of a year 
4 a home that is usually on one floor of a larger building 
5 buildings that contain a number of separate flats 
6 lived in by someone who pays the money to the owner 
7 parts of a town that are away from the town centre 

 
 
 
3  Change the sentences in exercise 1 so that they are true for the Czech Republic. 
 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
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4 Work in pairs. Choose the best home below for each family from the advertisements. 
 

1 Desirable detached house in quiet London 
suburb. Three bedrooms, living room, and 
dining room. Modern family kitchen. Large 
fenced garden ideal for young children. 

A A young couple in their early 30s, with no 
children. Both work long hours in good jobs in 
offices. 

2 Country cottage, tastefully redecorated in a 
traditional design with modern materials. Four 
bedrooms, kitchen, and bathroom. Beautiful 
living room and dining room with oak beams 
and fireplaces. 

B A 60-year-old man and his 58-year-old wife, 
who have just sold their successful business 
and retired. They have two married children 
and five grandchildren. 

3 Family flat in modern building, part of a 
complex of five apartment blocks. Three 
bedrooms, lounge, and separate study. 
Bathroom and WC. Security system at 
entrance to building. Car-parking space and 
children’s play area in the grounds. 

C A 35-year-old bachelor, a senior executive in 
an advertising agency, who lives alone. He 
works long hours and travels a lot. 

4 Executive serviced flat in city centre. New 
stylish building. Day and night porter with 
secure garage parking in the basement. Two 
bedrooms, both with en-suite bathroom, 
open-plan living area, and kitchen. 

D A couple in their mid 40s, who are both 
lawyers, with two children studying at 
university. 

5 Beautiful country mansion in excellent 
condition. Seven bedrooms, two lounges, 
dining room, and library. Four bathrooms. 
Large entrance hall with impressive staircase. 
Full central heating recently installed. Several 
outhouses, including stables and garage.  

E A professional couple in their late thirties 
with two children, aged 6 and 11. The wife’s 
widowed mother lives with them and takes 
care of the children when the mother is at 
work. 

 
 
 
5 Debate in groups of four. Tell the group which home you chose for each family, and 
why. Try to persuade the other students that your choice is best.   
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6 Find the odd word out. Explain your choice. 
 
A  armchair, ceiling, floor, wall D  tenant, student, deposit, landlord 
B  hedge, lawn, gate, bathtub E  wardrobe, chest of drawers, cupboard, mirror 
C  dining table, sofa, lamp, bookcase F  oven, sink, dishwasher, kettle 
 
e.g. A ceiling, a floor and a wall are all parts of a room whereas an armchair is a piece of 
furniture. 
 
  
7 Match the verbs with the nouns to describe household chores. 
 

1  hoover/ vaccum A  the trash/rubbish 8  dust H  the desk 

2  mop B  the oven 9  put away I  the dishes/up 

3  take out C  the carpet 10  empty J  the bedroom 

4  hang out D  the bed 11 wash K the laundry/washing 

5  lay/clear E  the laundry/washing 12 polish L  the dishwasher 

6  make F  the floor 13 do M  the books 

7  clean G  the table 14 tidy N  the furniture 

 

8 Who does the chores in your family? Use some of the expressions from ex. 7. 
 
 

In my family....................................................................................................................................................................... 

...................................................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

...................................................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................................ 
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Answers: 
1) 1B, 2E, 3D, 4A, 5C 
2) 1 detached, 2 terraced, 3 holiday homes, 4 flat, 5 apartment blocks, 6 rented, 7 suburb 
3) student’s own answers 
4) 1E, 2A, 3D, 4C, 5B 
5) student’s own answers 
6) A armchair, B bathtub, C dining table, D student, E cupboard, F sink 
7) 1C, 2F, 3A, 4E, 5G, 6D, 7B, 8N, 9M, 10L, 11I, 12H, 13K, 14J 
8) student’s own answers 
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