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Crime & Punishment 

 

1 Find the odd word out and explain your choice. Use a dictionary. 

   

A murderer 

burglar 

witness  

smuggler 

mugger 

blackmailer 

B arson 

robbery 

fraud 

hijacking 

terrorism 

prison sentence 

C judge 

thief 

attorney 

prosecutor 

juror 

suspect 

D police officer 

investigator 

detective 

lawyer 

plainclothesman  

undercover cop 

E promotion 

probation 

life imprisonment 

death penalty 

community service 

fine 

F arrest 

question 

search 

charge 

bribe 

take fingerprints 

 

e.g.: A) A witness is different as it is a person who sees a crime whereas the other people commit 

crimes.  

 

 

2 Choose a suitable beginning or ending to complete the compound word in each gap. 

 

law, drink, black, man, break -     - pocket, lifter, nap, theft, jacking 

 

1 -mail - demand money from a person by threatening to reveal their secrets  

2 slaughter - the crime of killing somebody illegally but not deliberately 

3 pick - a person who steals things from other people, often in crowded places 

4 -breaker - a person who does not obey the law 

5 petty    - the crime of stealing things of little value 

6 car - take someone’s car from them by force 

7 kid - to take a person away illegally and ask for a ransom 

8 -in - the act of entering a building illegally to steal things 

9 -driving - driving a vehicle when you have consumed alcohol 

10 shop - a person who takes goods from the shop without paying for them 
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3 Match the lines with different crimes to headlines and put the lines in the correct 

order to make five stories. 

 

 

A A 55-year-old man has been charged after trying to strangle a 22-year-old woman on New 

Year’s Eve. 

B The officials seized drugs worth nearly £100,000. 

C They are also trying to confirm the identity of the body, which was found two days ago by a 

man walking his dogs.  

D The operation lasted six days and involved more than 30 undercover and  

uniformed officers. 

E ‘Bob’, who is in his forties, has spent more than ten years in jail for various crimes.  

F Police in one UK town have arrested more shoplifters in a week than they would usually 

arrest in a year. 

G Police are examining the crime scene for clues, but as yet have no leads. 

H A thief who has admitted to breaking into more than 500 homes is the latest weapon in the 

fight against crime. 

I The woman was returning from holiday when she was stopped by customs officers as she 

walked through Gatwick Airport. 

J Police are appealing for witnesses to the incident, which took place at just after midnight 

outside the nightclub. 

K He now works with the police helping them to give advice to homeowners on how to stop 

potential burglars. 

L Detectives investigating the murder of a woman are trying to find out exactly how and 

when she died. 

M A recent crackdown has seen more than 250 people caught stealing from shops. 

N A 19-year-old woman has been sentenced to six months in prison for smuggling. 

O The man was remanded in custody and will appear in court tomorrow.  

 

 

1) DETECTIVES PUZZLED BY DEATH    __ __ __ 

2) MAN CHARGED WITH ATTEMPTED MURDER  __ __ __ 

3) FORMER BURGLAR HELPS POLICE PREVENT CRIME __ __ __ 

4) WOMAN JAILED FOR SMUGGLING     __ __ __ 

5) POLICE ARREST 250 THIEVES    __ __ __ 
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4 Choose the right expression in the following sentences about crime. 

 

1 If you don’t pay, I’ll court/order/sue you for damages. 

2 The verdict isn’t surprising. A ten-year prison execution/sentence/stay is just what he 

deserves. 

3 She was arrested and charged/accused/blamed with drug trafficking. 

4 Mr. Bean is prohibition/not allowed/banned from driving for a year. 

5 I don’t see how anyone can be in favour of bringing back the death/dead/deadly penalty.  

6 The judge/prosecution/defendant pleaded not guilty at the beginning of the trial. 

7 My lawyer suggested filing a/an court case/lawsuit/action against the company. 

8 The judge asked Mr. Jones to the witness stand to give evidence/truth/statement upon 

oath. 

9 The jury found him not innocent/guilty/punished, and he was acquitted of forgery. 

10 Pistorius was released on deposit/credit/bail.  

 

 

 

5 Unscramble the words and match them with definitions. The first and last letters are 

in the right positions. 

 

SUEMGLGR HIAEJCKR MUEGGR AOIRSNST RAIPST 

ROEBBR BUARGLR FOERGR AAISSSSN HOIOALGN 

 

1 a person who steals from a person or place, using violence or threats 

2 a person who deliberately sets things on fire 

3 a person who behaves in an extremely noisy and violent way in public, usually in a group 

4 a person who takes goods in or out of the country illegally 

5 a person who makes illegal copies of money or documents  

6 a person who forces another person to have sex when they do not want to 

7 a person who threatens or attacks somebody in order to steal money, often in public place 

8 a person who murders someone important or famous for money or for political reasons 

9 a person who breaks into a building to steal things 

10 a person who uses violence to take control of a vehicle, often a plane 
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6 Try to make similar definitions for following words.  

 

1 vandal  

2 dope/drug dealer  

3 embezzler  

4 thief  

5 terrorist  

6 serial killer  

7 poacher  

8 junkie  

 

 

7 Imagine you are a judge and decide what kind of sentence each person should get. 

Discuss your verdicts in a small group. 

 

Possible punishments: the death penalty, life imprisonment, imprisonment, suspended sentence, 

fine, probation, community service, ban, acquittal 

 

 A person who has robbed a shop and wounded the owner with a knife. 

o  

 A person who took a bar of chocolate from a shop without paying for it. 

o  

 A person who murdered a policeman in cold blood. 

o  

 A person caught selling cocaine and heroin. 

o  

 A person who stole a car, then crashed into another one, seriously injuring the driver. 

o  

 A person who drove through a red traffic light. 

o  

 A person who got married when he already had a wife. 

o  

 A person who saw an old man being attacked, went to his aid and accidentally killed the 

attacker. 

o  
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Answer key: 

 

1) A witness, B prison sentence (not crime), C thief (not court), D lawyer (not police), 
     E promotion (not prison sentence), F bribe (not investigation)   
2) 1 blackmail, 2 manslaughter, 3 pickpocket, 4 law-breaker, 5 petty theft, 6 carjack, 7 kidnap,  
     8 break-in, 9 drink-driving, 10 shoplifter 
3) 1 – LCG, 2 – AOJ, 3 – HEK, 4 – NIB, 5 - FMD 
4) 1 sue, 2 sentence, 3 charged, 4 banned, 5 death, 6 defendant, 7 lawsuit, 8 evidence, 9 guilty, 
     10 bail 
5) 1 robber, 2 arsonist, 3 hooligan, 4 smuggler, 5 forger, 6 rapist, 7 mugger, 8 assassin, 9 burglar,  
     10 hijacker 
6) student’s own answers 
7) student’s own answers 
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