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1 Read the sentences and make questions for the underlined words. 

1 Mary White was born in Glasgow.   

________________________________________________? 

2 She started to draw when she was five.  

____________________________________________? 

3 She drew 1000 paintings.  

________________________________________________________? 

4 She fell off her horse when she was 9. 

______________________________________________? 

5 She painted the most famous picture with her fingers. 

__________________________________? 

6 Her mother  gave her 100 brushes in her life. 

________________________________________? 

7 She didn´t finish her latest painting because she fell asleep and died. 

__________________________________________________________________________? 

8 She left her money and paintings to an unknown man. 

__________________________________? 

 

 

2 Use the given verbs to complete this text. Put the verbs into the past simple. 

conquer     stand up    teach    shut     come    regret    cycle  step    walk   play   spend   kiss 

 

1 How did you learn to play the guitar? My mum _______________ me. 

2 It was cold in here. So he __________ and ____________ the window. 

3 Alan is so generous. He _______________ all his money on Christmas presents. 

4 When I just woke up, my mum _________ into the room. 

5 When I went to school, I _______________ a lot. 

6 My father was a sportsman, he  __________ for 2 teams and  ___________ Everest. 

7 I ____________ home and  _____________ my words. 

8 It was such a beautiful dream. She ________  on the spider and _________ me. 

 

3    Use past the continuous tense. 

1 I waved to him but he _________________ any more. (not smile) 

2 This summer I ______________________ in the USA. (live) 

3 I __________________the door and the doorbell and the telephone rang. (open) 

4 ________________________________________ when the hurricane hit. (you, work) 

5 I saw you. You ______________________ on the grass. (sit) 

6 I am so tired. I _____________________ my holidays this morning. (plan) 

7 She had to stay home. She ____________________________ on my way home. (not travel) 



 
8 _____________________________ at 6? (she, cook) 

 

4 Correct the mistakes, some of the sentences are right. 

1 Jane cut her hand while she cooked her dinner. 

2 I was going home when I met Dave. 

3 What was you doing this time yesterday evening? 

4 I wasn’t having dinner when she arrived. 

5 Where did you go when the car crashed?  

6 Ann was trying to find a new job when I last saw her. 

7 Mike was cutting the grass while Mary was setting up a fire. 

8 She was wanted a new doll. 

 

5 Can you rewrite the sentences into the past? 

1 My sister writes detective stories. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2 My husband is an English teacher. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3 He can buy what he wants. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4 I am staying in London this weekend. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5 He has to tidy up his bedroom. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6 We don´t have to go to work. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7 Why are you carrying such heavy bags? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8 Who believes you?  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 
6 Storytelling game 

Game instructions: Cut out the cards below and share them in groups of free or four students. 

Students put the cards face up on the table and take turns choosing one of the cards to add to their 

story. The cards must be placed in the order they use them. The aim is to use all the cards and to finish 

the story. 

  
handcuffing 

  

  
a club 

  
fingerprinting 

  
inspector 

  
police officer 

  
torn clothes 

  

  
clue 

  
court 

  
judge 

  

  
exile 

  

  
bury 

  
a will/testament 

  
probation 

  

  
suspicious 

  
relieve 

  
arrest 

  
question 

  

  
a cell 

  
death penalty 

  
guilty 

  

  
innocent 

  

 
lie detector 

  
defence 

  
prison sentence 

  
eyewitness 

  

lawyer/ 
attorney/ 
barrister 

  
a sword 

  
alarm 

  
poison 

  
security guard 

  

  
blackout 

  
store detective 

  
catch up 

  

  
bleed 

  

  
coroner 

  
pickpocket/robber/ 

mugger 

  
warrant 

  

  
chase 

  
escape 

  
to plead 

 

 



 
 

7 Now write down a short report about your story for some newspaper.  (100 words) 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Answers 

 

1 1 Where was she born?  2 What did she start to do when she was 5?  3 How many paintings 

did she draw?  4 What happened when she was 9?  5 How did she paint her most famous 

picture?  6 How many brushes did her mother give her?  7 Why didn´t she finish her latest 

painting?  8 Who did she leave her money? 

 

2 1 taught  2 stood up, shut  3 spent  4 walked  5 cycled  6 played, conquered 7 came, 

regretted  9 stepped, kissed 

 

3 1 was not smiling  2 was not living  3 was opening  4 Were you working  5 were sitting  6 

was planning  7 was not travelling  8 Was she cooking  

 

4  1 right 2 right  3 wrong What were you doing ...?  4 right  5 wrong Where were you going...  

6 right  7 right  8 wrong She wanted ... 

 

5 1 My sister wrote detective stories.  2 My husband was an English teacher.  3 He could buy 

what he wanted.  4 I was staying in London this weekend.  5 He had to tidy up his bedroom.    

6 We didn´t have to go to work.  7 Why were you carrying such heavy bags?  8 Who believed 

you?  

 

7 a game practice 

 

8 own answers 
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